
“Roots Music” Events in early 2017 
mostly within the southern San Francisco peninsula 
** Indicates events that may emphasize singing rather than instrumentation 

 

2/25 CBA’s “Night at the Grange” in Morgan Hill, starring The Boxcars; tickets at www.cbaweb.org ; band  

     info at www.theboxcars.com 

2/28 “West Coast Songwriters Competition,” Redwood City Chapter; www.westcoastsongwriters.org 

 

3/4 ** “Chantey Sing” aboard the 1890 ferryboat “Eureka” (at the Hyde Street Pier); see April 1 for details 

3/5 “Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association” jam circles and stage performances, at Hoover School in San  

     José; www.fiddlers.org; plus a KidFiddle Workshop led by Gary Breitbard (you may RSVP for the youth  

     workshop at KidFiddle@fiddlers.org) 

3/8 “Barn Dance” at Emma Prusch Farm in San José at 7pm-9pm; square/contra dance with a live bluegrass  

     band; www.pruschfarmpark.org/barn-dance.html and www.AndyWilsonDanceCaller.com 

3/10 Silicon Valley House Concerts presents “Evie Laden Band” (with Keith Terry and Eric Pearson); RSVP via  

     e-mail to Susan at SV.HouseConcerts@gmail.com 

3/10 “Brookdale Bluegrass Festival” runs March 10-12 at “Mount Cross” campgrounds in Felton;  

     Peter Rowan headlines; camping available; www.brookdalebluegrass.com and www.ncbs.us 

3/10 ** “Second Friday Song Session” (acapella Celtic and Irish folk music and nautical singing [chanteys]), in  

     Redwood City, adjacent to Woodside; e-mail jeremy.friedenthal@gmail.com 

3/10 “Sonora Celtic Faire” runs March 10-12; www.sonoracelticfaire.com 

3/10 “West Coast Songwriters Competition,” Palo Alto Chapter; www.westcoastsongwriters.org 

3/11 “Sonoma County Bluegrass and Folk Festival” in Sebastopol at 1pm-8pm; www.socofoso.com 

3/16 Santa Clara House Concerts presents “Genticorum” (Quebecois trio featuring Pascale Gemme,  

     Yann Falquet, and Nicholas Williams); RSVP via e-mail to SantaClaraHouseConcerts@yahoo.com 

3/17 “Family-Friendly String Band Dance” at Santa Cruz Live Oak Grange; www.AndyWilsonDanceCaller.com;  

     music by Deby Benton Grosjean’s “Ginormous String Band” (full string band, with emphasis on fiddles) 

3/18 Redwood Bluegrass Associates presents “John Reischman & the Jaybirds” (5-member bluegrass band);  

      in downtown Mtn View; www.rba.org; e-mail me for a list of restaurants and amenities nearby (eat  

     dinner locally and/or come at 5pm-7pm to watch/join musicians’ jam session) 

3/18 Sunnyvale Evening of Cultural Arts presents “The Black Brothers” (Dublin street songs, sea chanties,  

     and other Irish, English, and Scottish traditional music; a 5-member band; www.black-brothers.com);  

     http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Departments/CommunityServices/Arts/EveningsofCulturalArts.aspx 

3/23 “West Coast Songwriters Competition,” Los Gatos Chapter; www.westcoastsongwriters.org 

3/25 “Irish Musicians Against Hate” (a benefit for ACLU and NRDC); at 7pm-10pm at Congregational Church  

     of Belmont; info at www.facebook.com/events/264825397287134 

3/28 “West Coast Songwriters Competition,” Redwood City Chapter; www.westcoastsongwriters.org 

3/31 “WinterWonderGrass Tahoe Music and Brew Festival” runs March 31 to April 2 at Olympic Valley, CA;  

        www.winterwondergrasstahoe.com 

3/31 “Modesto Unplugged” runs March 31 to April 30 at various Modesto venues; multi-genre, primarily  

     acoustic; see www.modestounplugged.com/seventeen.html for schedule 

 

4/1 Sunnyvale Evening of Cultural Arts presents “James Garner's Tribute to Johnny Cash”;  

     www.cashtribute.net; http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Departments/CommunityServices/Arts/EveningsofCulturalArts.aspx 



4/1 ** “Chantey Sing” aboard the 1890 ferryboat “Eureka” (at the Hyde Street Pier) at 8pm-11pm; call  

     (415) 561-7171 or else go to www.nps.gov/safr/learn/historyculture/chantey-sing.htm to RSVP; you may  

     enter/leave the venue any time after 7:30pm; reservations are required 

4/2 “Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association” jam circles and stage performances, at Hoover School in San  

     José; www.fiddlers.org; plus a KidFiddle Workshop (and possible performance) led by Erik Hoffman (you  

     may RSVP for the youth workshop at KidFiddle@fiddlers.org) 

4/5 “Menucha Mountain Dulcimer Festival” (previously known as the “Columbia River Gorge Dulcimer  

     Festival”) runs April 5-8, near Portland, OR; info at www.menucha.org/programs/dulcimer-festival 

4/6 Santa Clara House Concerts presents “Dyna-Mix” (Elizabeth DeQuine on fiddle, Shawn Wood on  

     fiddle/mandolin, and Larry Unger on guitar); RSVP via e-mail to SantaClaraHouseConcerts@yahoo.com 

4/7 “Walker Creek Music Camp” runs April 7-10 near Point Reyes; www.walkercreekmusiccamp.org 

4/8 “Train Station Bluegrass Jam” at Santa Clara Depot; 12pm to 3pm; e-mail KennedyMK@comcast.net 

4/12 “Barn Dance” at Emma Prusch Farm in San José at 7pm-9pm; square/contra dance with a live bluegrass  

     band; www.pruschfarmpark.org/barn-dance.html and www.AndyWilsonDanceCaller.com 

4/14 ** “Second Friday Song Session” (acapella Celtic and Irish folk music and nautical singing [chanteys]), in  

     Redwood City, adjacent to Woodside; e-mail jeremy.friedenthal@gmail.com 

4/14 “West Coast Songwriters Competition,” Palo Alto Chapter; www.westcoastsongwriters.org 

4/17 CBA “Spring Campout” runs April 17-23 in Turlock; www.cbaweb.org 

4/22 Redwood Bluegrass Associates presents its “Grand Finale Concert”; with “The Faultliners” and a local  

     band “27 Strings”; www.rba.org; e-mail me for a list of restaurants and amenities nearby; this is the VERY  

     LAST R.B.A. SHOW, after a 25 year run; see bottom of homepage for a list of all the bands presented  

     throughout the years 

 

PREVIEWS of non-recurring events 

As we approach the summertime festival season, there are more events than I can fit in one sheet; you can  

e-mail me for an updated copy of this list, with more events occurring in April and beyond. 

4/28 “DIO Fest” runs April 28-30 in Boulder Creek; a multi-genre music festival and youth program fundraiser 

4/29 “Woodland Scottish Games” runs April 29-30 at Yolo County Fairgrounds 

5/11 “Parkfield Mother’s Day Weekend Music Festival” runs May 11-14 in Parkfield 

5/16 Santa Clara House Concerts presents Claude Bourbon (singer/songwriter & guitarist) 

5/17 “Silicon Valley House Concerts” presents New England duo Susanne Salem-Schatz and Martin Grosswendt 

5/25 “Strawberry Music Festival” runs May 25-29 in Grass Valley 

5/26 Peter and Lora Hicks host “Hickstival” campout at Bolado Park in Tres Piños on May 26-29 
==================================== 

 
Prepared by Allan French.  E-mail AFrench123@comcast.net or visit www.RailGrass.info for my “California Flyer,” a list of 

museums, festivals, retail stores, music associations, from around the entire state.  That PDF document fits conveniently 

onto one double-sided sheet when printed.  Updates to this list may (very occasionally) be available there as well; I can  

e-mail regular updates to you if you would like. 

 
I am a financial analyst and an accountant, and am currently unemployed.  If you’re an “office worker” in the southern San 

Francisco Bay Area, please connect with me on LinkedIn, at www.linkedin.com/in/AllanMFrench.  (Also, my résumé can 

be downloaded from the RailGrass website.)  Even if you don’t know me personally, you already know that I’m a detailed-

oriented list-maker, an RBA board member, and an acoustic stringed-instruments music fan! 

 
This material is provided as a free public service by the author, who accepts no responsibility for its accuracy; it is your 

responsibility to verify dates and details!  I will gladly correct/remove listings if requested by a host or representative. 

 

Updated 2/23/2017 


